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gates had been anticipated and supplied. The local 
secretaries and committees were of unusual efficiency. 
An open air reception and concert was given at the park 
of St. Hans Hangen ; the next evening the delegates 
were received by the Prime Minister, Mr. Steen ; a 
dinner was given by the Municipal Council of Christiania 
on the Frognersateren, a beautiful mountain resort over- 
looking the city. The Conference concluded with a 
grand banquet given by the Norwegian group in the 
Masonic Hall, the principal feature of which was an ad- 
mirable address in French by Bjornstjerne Bjornson, 
who is not only the beloved poet and novelist, but the 
leading orator of Norway. 

Nearly three hundred members attended the gather- 
ing, of which nearly fifty came from Germany. Many 
of them availed themselves of the generosity of the Nor- 
wegian government in arranging excursions and in fur- 
nishing transportation to some of the most beautiful 
portions of that delightful country. 



Does the Government Propose to Li- 
cense Gambling to Raise 
War Money? 

J. W. Leeds of Philadelphia has published in the 
West Chester (Pa.) Local News the following statement 
as to an effort made by him to secure from the govern- 
ment an authoritative declaration of its intentions as to 
raising war revenue by taxing illegal gambling slot 
machines : 

There was several days ago printed in the Public 
Ledger, and probably in the daily press throughout the 
country, the details of a scheme, seemingly emanating 
from the internal revenue central office at Washington, 
which, in enumerating a number of articles that might 
be taxed for war expenses, included slot machines "in 
which is any element of chance." Inasmuch as this 
method for the replenishing of overdrawn exchequers 
is strongly suggestive of the ways of some of the mon- 
archial countries of Europe, there seemed to the writer a 
propriety in early seeking an authoritative statement of 
the government's intention in this direction. The follow- 
ing communication was accordingly addressed to the 
Secretary of the Treasury : 

" In the schedule which has just been given out as 
tentatively embodying the views of internal revenue 
officials concerning articles of manufacture, which, in an- 
ticipation of the largely increased expenses of the govern- 
ment, might be made the subjects of taxation, it is stated 
that ' it is also proposed to place a stamp tax on all slot 
machines in which there is any element of chance. It 
has been found that the manufacture of these machines 
has attained gigantic proportions. In each of them the 
percentage of profit to the proprietor is enormous, and 
the tax would not be oppressive. Of course this would 
not strike those machines which dispense chewing gum, 
for in them there is no element of chance, and the gum 
already pays a government tax.' 

" I very much hope that the government will attach 
no sort of tax (virtually license) to any contrivance in 
which is the element of a lottery. With a great deal of 
effort the national anti-lottery law was brought to pass, 



and the moral effect of the enactment has been a distinct 
gain to the country. We ought to take no backward 
step, such as the suggested measure, it seems to me, would, 
if adopted, certainly be. Every municipality has had its 
own trouble with the slot machine lottery device, and 
were it now protected by a government tax, the efforts 
to suppress the evil would be nullified. I would be glad 
to receive assurance that such a measure for securing 
revenue is not seriously considered." 

The above letter was followed the same day by a sup- 
plemental note, referring to the incident, singularly ger- 
mane to the subject, reported in the daily papers of even 
date, to wit the raid of Deptuy Sheriff Sell and a force of 
fifty officers upon the saloons of Gloucester City, for the 
purpose of taking possession of their illegal slot machines, 
nearly two hundred, it was reported, being secured in 
seventy of the city's seventy -eight saloons. 

The response to the foregoing communications, not al- 
together reassuring in its tone, comes from the acting 
commissioner of internal revenue, Robert Williams, Jr., 
to whom the correspondence had been referred by Secre- 
tary Gage. He says, under date 2d inst. : 

"Your letter, dated 28th ultimo, and supplemental 
letter 5f same date, addressed to the Honorable Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, relating to the taxation on vending 
machines, have been referred to this office. The office 
notes the objection you make to these machines being 
recognized as proper subjects of federal taxation, as a 
number of the machines have connected with them lottery 
devices and appliances in contravention of the laws of 
the United States. 

" In reply, the proper function of this office is to ad- 
minister the law and leave to Congress questions con- 
cerning taxation, and it is respectfully suggested that 
such questions as presented in your letters should be ad- 
dressed to your representative in Congress, and, while 
the office never hesitates to give a full and definite reply 
to all inquiries concerning matters properly before it, it 
will not volunteer any opinion in matters not connected with 
its proper duties. Your letters have been placed on file." 

The case is therefore sufficiently stated. The internal 
revenue office, in casting about for ways and means to 
defray the cost of crushing the "insurgent" Filipinos, 
rejects all protest or counsel from any interested citizen 
who may be disposed to question the rightfulness of so 
compounding with evil as to take tribute money from 
the owners of "lottery devices and appliances in contra- 
vention of the laws of the United States." The same 
office must be allowed to lay its corrupting plan un- 
disturbed, and then when matured all remonstrances may 
be happily addressed to our representative in Congress ! 
This letter may be therefore taken as in part addressed 
to Representative Butler and to his intelligent constitu- 
ents. If any of these, sympathizing with the Burgess of 
West Chester in his concern for the continuance of the 
free public library as a fountain of useful instruction in 
the community, feel forward to recommend, as a means 
of getting the money, that he favor the imposition of a 
tax on all illegal slot machines discoverable within the 
borough, the way is open to declare themselves. The 
government's scheme and the supposititious one for the 
borough would be at one in the line of the direct promo- 
tion of gambling. 



